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What is Advocacy?
About speaking out, speaking up, and speaking the truth. Use facts, faces and persistence to accomplish your public policy goals. Testifying is an advocacy action you can take.

Testifying Before a Legislative Committee

Do you really care about a certain bill? You can share your perspective with a legislative committee who is assigned to hear the bill and vote. Your voice has influence whether it is in support or in opposition of a bill. 

Scheduling
· [image: Calendar

Description automatically generated]All committee schedules and bill schedules are on the Colorado General Assembly Website https://leg.colorado.gov/content/committees
· During the committee phase, the public is allowed to testify in support of or opposition to a bill
Know the Process and Players
Before testifying:
· Know who is sponsoring the bill
· Who supports or opposes the bill and why
· Be familiar as you can with the committee chairs, committee members and legislative staff
· Best practice is to let the sponsor/s of the bill or key legislators, such as the committee chair, know beforehand you are testifying on the bill and why
Day you will testify
· [image: Icon

Description automatically generated]When you arrive, fill out the sign-in sheet and indicate if you wish to testify
· At the appropriate time, go to the witness table, turn on the microphone (green on, red off lights), and introduce yourself:  “Chair, and members of the committee, my name is . . .”
· State your name and organization
· Thank committee for opportunity to speak
· State your position on the bill
· Refer to the bill’s number in speaking about the bill


Testimony Tips
· [image: Logo, icon

Description automatically generated]Explain your position clearly and simply, and do not repeat earlier testimony.
· Be brief (testimony may be limited to 3 minutes).
· If you have written materials to present, bring enough copies for the committee members, for the committee secretary, other staff, and members of the public.
· If you believe a change in the law is needed or some other action should be taken by the committee, be specific about your recommendation (for example,  written material explaining changes to wording in the law are encouraged).
· Be ready to answer questions from the committee members. If you don't know, say so. Say you will follow up with the information, and do so. 
· Check the committee deadline for providing a written copy of your testimony to the committee secretary (some committees require all written material to be submitted electronically 24 hours in advance).
· Remember what you say in your testimony becomes public record.
Decorum
· Be respectful
· Be brief and don’t duplicate previous testimony
· Be amenable to questions from the committee
· Don’t use profanity in your testimony 
· Know that sometimes not everyone will be able to testify
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