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Letter to the editor vs. guest column

• Letter to the editor
• Can be written by anyone

• Usually a direct response 
to a published article

• Short (150-300 words)

• Good chance to be 
published

• Guest column (opinion)
• Usually written by subject expert

• Usually related to a current event 
or controversial topic

• Longer (500-800 words)

• Less likely to be published



Choosing a topic

• Can respond to a 
published article

• Timely, important, 
possibly controversial

• Personal connection



Choosing a topic

• Find ideas from MSU Denver 
• Champions programs

• red.msudenver.edu

• msudenver.edu/about

https://metrostateuniversityofdenver.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/i/9609C5BBC77E9C442540EF23F30FEDED/DDBB3E06143A0DB62C69F821C9DCC086


Choosing a 
publication

• Aim local

• Read submission guidelines
• Word counts

• Reference published article

• Read the publication!

Arvada Press, Englewood Herald, 
Lakewood Sentinel, etc. 



Writing a letter to 
the editor

• Tailor to publication/audience you chose

• Form a specific argument

• Gather facts and cite sources

• Make it personal and/or emotional

• Include a call to action

• Proof/spell-check



Submitting a letter 
to the editor

• Engage one publication at a time

• Email to publication’s specific email address for letters to the editor 
or complete web form
• openforum@denverpost.com

• opinion@coloradosun.com

• Include your contact info for publication follow-up

• Once published, share with your network

mailto:openforum@denverpost.com
mailto:opinion@coloradosun.com


Questions/follow-up

• Matt Watson mwatso49@msudenver.edu

• Get more involved at msudenverchampions.com

• Visit red.msudenver.edu

• Follow MSU Denver on social media


